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& press conference, jointly sponsored by the Novosti 
Press Agency (APN) and the Press Department of the USSR 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was held at the Central Journal- 
4sts! Club in Moscow on February 6, 1976. It was presided 
over by V. N. Sofinsky, Chief of the Press Department of the 
USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and M, R. Sagatelyan, Board 
Vice-Chairman of the APN, 

Soviet and foreign newsmen met with Soviet citizens of 
Jewish nationality, who fled from Israel and received 
permission to return to the Soviet Union, They had gone away 
from the USSR voluntarily to seek happiness in Israel. They 
had believed in the false promises of Zionist propaganda, but 
the truth dawned upon them in the "Promised Land", At every 
step there they came up against social injustice, racism, 
religious obscurantism, and discrimination, 

At the press conference, these people gave an account of 
the mishaps and tragedies which they had experienced in an 
alien land. Their testimonies exposed the Zionist slander of 
the Soviet socialist way of life. 

In his opening address, V. N, Sofinsky emphasised that 
the "Jewish question", of which there is so much talk in the 
West, does not exist in the USSR, Certain quarters abroad 
are trying to build up such an issue artificially in order to 
smear the Soviet Union, the free community of nations and 
nationalities of our country, the united family of Soviet 
people, who exercise equal rights irrespective of their 
nationality, These Messieurs induce Soviet subjects of Jewish 
nationality to resettle in Israel, because they want to supply 
the economy of that country with cheap manpower, and to use 
the emigres as cannon fodder in Zionist military ventures, 
Slander and misinformation are the means which they use in 
attaining these goals. The State of Israel does not stop at 
concocting forgeries, including "invitations" to Soviet 
citizens from non-existing "relatives" to settle down 


permanently in Israel, 


The floor was next given to the participants in the 
press conference who had lived in a capitalist "paradise" 
and later returned to the Soviet Union, 

The booklet also contains a number of materials related 
to this press conference, 


Valeri Nusimovich KUVENT, born in 
1942 in Nalchik. In 1972 he left for Israel, 
in 1975 returned to the USSR via the USA. 
At present he lives in Nalchik. 


I returned to the Soviet Union from the United States. 
I fled there from Israel together with my family -- wife, 
mother and three little children. I fled because I under- 
stood that the Zionists were trying to make me an accomplice 
of their crimes. As soon as you find yourself in Israel you 
clearly understand that the Zionists need your family to 
make the occupation of the Arab lands easier for them. They 
populate the illegally captured territories with immigrants. 
Just imagine what you would feel if you live on the land 
from which thousands, hundreds of thousands of people have 
been driven away and forced to live in refugee camps and 
slums being bombed by Israeli planes. When you come to 
realise this, you cannot live quietly any longer. 

The United Nations has condemned Israel's aggression 
and demanded to withdraw from the occupied territories. It 
has adopted a resolution denouncing Zionism as a form of 
racism and racist discrimination. I myself have become deep-= 
ly convinced of the rightness of these decisions. Israel is 
a racist state and we Soviet Jews do not belong there. 
Zionists want to use us as unskilled manpower and cannon 
fodder. 

For example, I, a father of three children, received 
several call-up papers from Israeli military registration 
and enlistment offices. I did not go there. The last paper 
said that on August 19, 1973 I had to report for military 
service. After this I secretly left Israel by ship for 
Italy. Our companions, who previously lived in Kiev,emptied 
a big trunk for me to hide in. We feared that I might be 
removed from the ship because I had no permission from the 
military registration and enlistment office to leave Israel. 


I hid in the trunk and its owners sat on it until we 
reached Cyprus. 

We knew that people in Israel were called up for 
military service by force. The brother of a friend of mine, 
also from Nalchik, was brought to the recruiting station in 
handcuffs. Another boy was called up though he had only one 
eye; he lost an eye in early childhood. He was told: "Moshe 
Dayan has also only one eye, nevertheless he is a soldier." 

I have become convinced that many native-born Israelis 
would like others to fight instead of them. In America I 
met a lot of Israeligéf military age who had fled from 
Isreel to evade the call-up. More than 20,000 men fled last 
year. I asked them why they did it. They answered: why 
shouldn't we? You Russian Ivans are going to Israel;well, 
go and fight then. But we have money and feel quite happy 
in America. 

I should point out that I began to receive call-up 
papers after I refused to be a Zionist propagandist. When I 
arrived in Israel I was invited to speak over the Israeli 
radiv, the Voice of Israel, about the difficult position of 
Jews in the Soviet Union. They promised to pay me well. But 
I said that Jews in the Soviet Union live well. I myself 
had a house and a garden; I worked and did not need any- 
thing. Then I was given an already prepared text to read. 
It was lies from beginning to end. I refused to read it. 

I was also invited to tour Europe and the USA and to 
make speeches of this kind to enlist the Western public in 
the campaign to get Soviet Jews to leave their country: I 
was promised good money. When I refused to do it, agents of 
the Shin-beth secret police started to persecute me. They 
threatened to kill my children. 

When I fled to the USA my family continued to be 
terrorised. I saw that in that free world a man was com 
pletely unprotected and that Zionist gangsters could do 
with him whatever they wanted. American Communists helped 
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me. They sent people out to protect my family. 


Ilya Yairovich FUZAILOV, ».1934, an 
engineer, with higher education, left for 
Israel in 1973 and returned to the USSR via 
Italy in 1975. He lives now in Tashkent. 


I was born in Tashkent and am a Jew from Central Asia. 
After a three-year-long correspondence and telephone conver- 
sations with my father-in-law, who ended up in the West 
after the war and whose only daughter was my wife, our 
family decided to leave for Israel. 

On September 1, 1973 we crossed the border and soon 
found ourselves in Vienna. We were met by two police 
machines and a large bus. Policemen armed with sub= 
machine gunsescorted our bus all the way to Schoenau castle. 

Externally the castle of Schoenau resembles a military 
camp. The gates are guarded by policemen with police-dogs 
and the walls are encircled with barbed wire. This is the 
transfer centre where the Jews are kept for two or three 
days. At night we were put on a Boeing~707 plane and three 
and a half hours later we landed at Lod airport in Tel Aviv. 

There, too, we were met by policemen with sub=-machine 
guns. We were taken to a hall on the first floor. The hall 
was packed with people and crying children. It was clear 
that everyone there was waiting for his fate to be decided. 
When our turn came, we found ourselves at the distribution 
desk. The first thing we got was a debt~book in which 
entries were made in Hebrew. We did not know what was 
written in it; all we saw were figures and we were made to 
sign our names in these books. 

We passed the first desk where we had been given the 
debt-books. Then we came up to the next desk where we were 
given call-up cards instructing us to turn up at the re- 
cruiting centre in five and a half months! time. They try 
at once to draw you into the militarist activity of the 
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state of Israel. There you begin to realize even more fully 
why they lure people to Israel and the kind of people they 
actually need: not old or religious people, rather they want 
you, a young, healthy and strong man who knows how to bear 
arms and defend their interests. 

They told us "Welcome to the Holy Land". And this is 
where, one may say, our eyes were opened to the true aims of 
why the Jews were induced to leave the Soviet Union. We were 
told that Israel needed 25,000 workers daily. And in the 
game breath they told us that we had to stand up to 100 
million Arabs. 

Then began what one may call a struggle to find a 
place to live in and a place to settle down in. Many people 
had a place to go to, but we did not. My father-in-law told 
us to choose Ramadan, but they offered us Bersheba, 
although everybody knows that Bersheba is on the border 
with the Arab states and that it is located on territory 
captured in the 1967 war.There we found nothing but barracks 
with bad sanitary conditions and no running water. 

Then I began to realize that all they wanted us for was 
to create a so-called buffer zone on the border with the 
Arab states on the new lands that had been captured so that 
the Soviet Jews would absorb the first blow in the event 
of a new clash. 

As they say, our eyes were opened. But ow disappoint- 
ment was greater still when we arrived at our relatives’ 
place in the Shapiro district mainly populated by Bukhara 
Jews who came from Central Asia to Israel some 30-40 years 
ago. I visited my uncle at Shapiro. I saw how the people 
live there: there is not a single tree in the narrow lanes 
and blind-alleys and the houses are stuffy. Later on we 
learned that every one of them had his own knesso where 
they say their prayers. This impressed us ever mare. 

And though my father-in-law told us that he would buy us a 
house, a car and many other things, we would not listen to 
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him any more and said that we would not and could not stay 
there any longer. For us, staying there would be like going 
back into the last century. My father-in-law tried to coax 
us into staying. Representatives from the Bukhara Committee 
tried to exert moral pressure on us, and when that did not 
work, they tried to threaten us. Despite all this, we left 
for Italy in December 1973, leaving all our baggage behind 
in Israel. We got permission for an eight-day stay in Rome 
thanks to a fake telegram saying that we had a seriously 
ill relative there. 

Thus with the help. of deception we were able to leave. 


Boris Iosifovich BRAVSTEIN,b.1938, 
a civil engineer with higher education, 
left for Israel in 1971, returned via 
Vienna in 1973, and now lives in Kiev and 
works at a research institute. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Comrades, 

The recent 30th session of the United Nations adopted a 
resolution classifying Zionism as a form of racism and 
racial discrimination. This signified a great political 
defeat for Zionism and a great victory for the progressive 
forces of the world. In my statement I would like to testify 
to the truth about Zionism, which has been clearly laid 
down in the UN resolution. I left for Israel in March 1971 
with my two children, wife and mother,and spent about two 
years there. During all this time my wife and I worked, we 
had a comfortable flat and, according to Israeli standards, 
our life was above the average level. 

My ideas about Israel were formed by the information 
which I got from the Russian language broadcasts of the 
"Voice of Israel" radio station and from various publica- 
tions which tourists had brought both from Israel and from 
western countries. I imagined Israel to be a progressive, 
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modern and civilized state. But in practice, Israel proved 
to be just the contrary -- a backward, clerical state,where 
religion has not been separated from the state. 

In Israel I saw Zionist ideology in practice, and I 
saw the product of this ideology -—- glaring antagonism bet- 
ween people who had come from different countries, i.e., 
from Europe, Africa and Asia. This was antagonism on racial, 
religious and social grounds. To cite just one example of 
a case which I eyewitnessed in Bersheba where I lived. The 
yard of a well-appointed house was surrounded by barbed wire 
and a fence and children of European Jews were playing in 
it, whereas Jewish children from African countries were 
watching the from outside. 

My count: ,~voman from Kiev and her sick child went to 
a hospital in Bersheba, The hospital refused to treat her 
child and the police drove her out by force together with 
her sick child. 

There is no end to cases of this kind. Social stratifi- 
cetion has also begun among the Soviet emigrants who arriv- 
ed in Isreel. There appeared the rich and the poor, the 
settled and the unsettled, the employed and the unemployed. 
The struggle between various antagonistic groups in Israel 
is sometimes very intense. There is no peace, not only on 
Israel's borders with the adjacent countries but in 
Israel itself. And if the Jewish problem does really exist 
anywhere today, it is in Israel. Jews have been the first 
to fall a prey to Zionism. Having succeeded in resettling 
them in Palestine by means of lies, deception and provoca-~ 
tions, the Zionists have turned this patch of land into a 
genuine ghetto. 

Right from the very first contacts with Zionists in 

free Western Europe,Soviet emigrants find themselves in 
Zionist bondage. By signing various business papers and 
other documents written in an unfamiliar language they 
fall into financial bondage without knowing it. 
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The Zionists who boast vast experience in luring emigrants 
to Israel, adhere to an artfully-designed scheme based on 
the principle of "divide and rule". By skilfully setting 
Jews from some countries against those who come from other 
lands, old-timers against new-comers and by making an oute- 
ward show of a multi-party system, the Zionists have vir- 
tually enslaved the population of Israel. The israeli 
system is a system of Zionist dictatorship. A man's stand- 
ing status in society depends on his attitude to Zionist 
ideology. 

The official religious circles also collaborate with 
the Zionists and impose their religious dogmas on the whole 
of society. Involuntarily comparing the Soviet Union with 
Israel, Soviet emigrants experience disillusionment and 
depression, and many of them search for a way out of this 
situation. Israel does not have schools with hot meals, 
kindergartens where children stay for the whole day with 
full provision of meals and beds, doctors visiting patients 
at home, free swimming pools, stadiums and libraries. Unlike 
the Soviet Union, Israel does not give its citizens 
adequate flats with modern amenities, such as centralized 
gas, water and heating supplies, refuse chutes and lifts. 
The Israelis do not possess so many good belongings as 
those brought there by Soviet immigrants. 

But this is not the main point. People who had jobs 
and who, judging by Israeli standards, lived well, also 
became disappointed. The moral factor, the ideological 
barrier, proved to be the main consideration. Soviet 
emigrants, brought up in the USSR, could not accept the 
bourgeois nationalist ideology. Their experience hus shown 
that no other country can replace their Soviet Motherland, 
no other ideology can replace for them the communist 
ideology. Emigration from Israel has now assumed large 
proportions; at present there is not a single European or 
American country which has not received refugees from 
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Israel. This fact cannot be concealed any more. It is an 
open secret. 

The Zionists have turned the Israeli people into a tool 
for the attainment of their ends, which, in their essence, 
have been and remain reactionary. It should not be forgotten 
that the nazis too proclaimed the Germans a chosen nation 
which,allegedly, bore a higher responsibility and was 
destined to accomplish a special historical mission. 
Zionism, emerging amongst the Jewish bourgeoisie, chose 
Jews as its first victims. Then peoples of Arab countries 
fell victim to Zionism. Having become an international 
organization, Zionism interferes in the internal affairs of 
not only the socialist countries, but also of many Western 
countries. Zionism is disturbing political and economic 
life on a global scale. One only has to look at who backs 
the Zionists and whom they back. Not a single progressive 
movement maintains contacts with the Zionists. From the 
very beginning of their political activity the Zionists 
have collaborated with the most double-dyed reactionaries, 
including fascists. The Zionists have driven Arabs out of 
their native lands. I have seen Arabs’homes where Jews are 
now living. The Zionists victimise the opponents of their 
regime, resort to insolent blackmail and persecutions. I 
was the object of their blackmail and persecutions myself. 
There is an ideological kinship between fascists and 
Zionists. Both of them are racialists. 

Such ideology is unacceptable to Soviet people.Today 
we have formed a single historical community -- a Soviet 
people, a Soviet nation. The Zionist ideology is abhorrent 
tO USe 

Comrades, gentlemen,the tragedy started by the 
Zionist adventure is continuing. There has been nothing 
equal to this tragedy since World War Il. Leaving their 
jobs, flats, everything which has been earned by long 
years of work, people stupefied by Zionist propaganda are 
leaving their Soviet Motherland which did not expel but, 
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on the contrary, tried to keep them. People take their 
children with them, turning themselves and the children in-~ 
to permanent exiles. It is your duty to prevent this tragedy 
and to tell the world public the truth about Zionism. 


KRAIS, Klara Aronovna; together 
with her husband she left Chernovtsy 
in July 1971 and returned to the Soviet 
Union via Vienna in 1973. At present 
the Kraises live in Chernovtsy. She is 
nurse at a hospital. 


Together with my husband and two sons I got away from 
Israel and came to Vienna where we got the permission of the 
Soviet Government to return to the Soviet Union, our home- 
land. 

We were ready to wait for years, for 10 years or even 
more if necessary just to get this long-awaited permission 
and to return to the Soviet Union, to any place in the 
Soviet Union, but not to any other country. 

We cannot live in Israel because Israeli society is 
racialist. Here is an example. A Vietnamese woman who had 
two children by an Israeli came to that country. She wanted 
to become an Israeli citizen.She was willing to embrace 
Judaism. At that time Zionist propaganda was shedding 
crocodile tears over the plight of South Vietnamese 
refugees. But that particular Vietnamese woman was not 
admitted to Israel. The Ministry of the Interior turned 
down her request. The chief rabbinate said it did not want 
that woman converted to Judaism. The womaN was banished 
from Israel to keep the"chosen race" pure. 

Soviet-born Jews are also considered second-rate 
citizens in Israel. Many of them have been for ever entered 


on the"black lists" of the rabbinate and the Ministry of 
All their descendants for many 


nterior as bastards. 
ee d to being discriminated 


generations to come are condemne 
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against on tue grounds of race. It is common knowledge that 
these black lists exist in Israel; the Israeli press wrote 
about them. 

I have two sons. When in Israel, the elder spent one 
month in a military training camp. He was 15 at the time. 
When we decided to leave Israel, I had to pay for his train- 
ing. The younger one, 12, attended school. He had to study 
a textbook entitled Sefer Ha-kuzarj, which was published in 
Tel Aviv. This book asserts that the race of the Israeli 
people is the best of all races, and that the people of 
Israel are chosen among other nations. 

Another textbook, also published in Tel Aviv and 
approved by the Ministry of Education and Culture, says, 
"Jews are the elite of mankind. They may have slaves, and 
those slaves should be non-Jews." 

Both my husband and I were categorically against our 
children being poisoned by chauvinism and racialism. After 
all, Israel only needed them to war for such ideas. 

We lived not far from a military cemetery, and we 
often saw them bury young men and women in military uni- 
form there. The thought that that might be the lot of my 
children horrified me. 

Today we are happy that we have come back to our 
home country, and we are sure that our children will be 
able to attain everything they wish. 


KRAIS, Leizer Abramovich; be. 1932, 
driver, husband of Klasa Krais 


Israel needed people to keep the seized Arab lands, 
therefore it raised a hue and cry about the Jewish ques- 
tion in the Soviet Union. Today Israel is also ailing: 
emigration from Israel runs high. So the Zionists again 
try to raise this mke-believe Jewish question in the 
Soviet Union. It is in-Israel that the Jewish question 
exists now. People have now begun to see things, pecple 
have come to know the truth about Israel. 
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To leave Israel is far more difficult than to leave the 
Soviet Union. To leave the Soviet Union is no problen: 
within two weeks you are granted exit permission, and you 
are free to go. It is more difficult in Israel. Having come 
to Israel you lose Soviet citizenship, while not acquiring 
that of Israel as yet. You get into debt. They pay for your 
journey from Vienna and for your luggage, and no sooner 
have you found a job than you are up to you neck in debt. 

What is more, one mechanically becomes an Israeli 
soldier. A person arriving in Israel becomes liable to 
military service even if he was not liable back in the 
Soviet Union. Everyone is recruited. In order to leave 
Israel one has to obtain a special permit which happens 
extremely seldon. 

I got the permit to leave for two weeks. Only in 
this manner, after having paid all my debts, could 
I flee. 

We are corresponding with people in Israel. They are 
desperate and want to leave. They go to America or Canada. 
But there is growing unemployment in those countries. It is 
impossible to find a job if you have an Israeli stamp on 
your papers. It is like being black-listed. What is more, 
the Zionists in the capitalist countries in which Israeli 
emigrants arrive put all kinds of obstacles so that to 
compel them to return to Israel. 

We receive letters from Vienna. Here for example is 
one from the Voldmans, They would rather die than live in 
a foreign country. They wrote several days ago: "We have 
been to a performance by Soviet circus artists in Vienna. 
It was like meeting our country again." 

The Faiermans want to return home, as do Aaron 
Kurelapnik and the Volozhes from Moldavia. Ninety per cent 
of those who have left the Soviet Union would like to 
come back. 
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They write that there are beautiful windows in Tel- 
Aviv's shops. "If only we could break them and strew with 


glass the road which would take us home, we would walk bare-= 
footed, since Soviet Jews have nothing in common with those 
who live in Israel." The Soviet Jews are part of the new 
historical community of people, the Soviet people. They do 
not belong with the "Jewish nation" which has been invented 
by the Zionists. And they reject any control over them on 
the part of international Zionisn. 


ZELTZER Isaac Berkovitch, born 
1920, an engineer with a higher educa- 
tion, left for Israel in 1971. In 1973 
he returned home via Vienna and lives 
now in Chernovitsy where he works as a 
mechanical engineer. 


The traveller Marco Polo said that it is better to see 
something with one's own eyes once than hear what others 
keep on describing. 

I have seen for myself once what I have heard many 
times from others. It took me a little less than two years 
to realize that the only correct and reasonable thing to do 
was to return home. I have managed to do this. 

I want you to get me straight: I am not out to blacken 
the people of Israel. Ever more so since there is more than 
a hundred of my relatives living in that country. This was 
one of the reasons why I went there. Not long ago a 
brother of mine was buried there. All of them left Rumania 
some fifty years ago. They were not going to live in what 
is now Israel. They came to Palestine looking for work. 
Another reason for my decision to go to that country,this 
time Israel, was some of the political ideas of that state 
as the Promised Land, the motherland for all the Jews, etc. 
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In a comparatively short span of time I realized how wrong 
I wase 

I encountered a great many problems in Israel which are 
typical of that country. For instance, the contradictions 
and animosity between various ethnic groups. There is a 
peculiar, though natural for that country, division into 
poor and rich, with the Sabras (Jews born in Israel) and 
those from Africa and Asia on the one hand,and from Europe 
and America, on the other. Also one finds enmity among the 
Jews who have come from Poland, Hungary, Russia, and other 
countries. To my mind such a division is of a class nature. 
True, immigrants are given some privileges. But I would cell 
them a sop. A person is not sure that there will be work 
tomorrow. This gives birth to fear, which is typical of the 
capitalist countries. reople begin to look upon each other 
as potential rivals who can oust you from your job. The 
present rate of unemployment in the capitalist world speaks 
for itself. 

I would like to try to explain to you why the 
immigrants from the socialist countries want to come 
back from Israel. 

Most of the emigrants, including myself, are non-Party 
members. When they were asked whether they were Party 
members, the answer was: "T never was a Communist or 
Socialist". That he was not a Party member is the truth. 
However, he is not correct when he says he is neither a 
Communist nor a Socialist. A man who has been living long 
in the Soviet Union quite unnoticeably acquires the out- 
look that reflects the way of life of the country and its 
system. The very Soviet way of life shapes progressive 
views in a man. 

And when that man finds himself in another world 
and comes up against social injustice, he finds himself 
wishing he were back in the Soviet Union. 
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Landing in a new and alien environment every man, in 
keeping with his individual physical and psychological 
makeup, must go through the process of adaptation. Sone 
adapt themselves, others do nots Like many others, I could 
have adapted myself but I did not want to do that. 

The majority of the emigrants leave Israel to wander 
about the world. But all that tragedy could have been 
avoided. 

The Middle East needs peace. The Jews need it as well 
as the Arabs. These two peoples could live in peace if it 
were not for the intrigues of imperialism. 

The anti-Soviet and anti-Communist policy pursued by 
the Israeli leaders has brought only harm to the Jews in 
Israel. One can only welcome the appeal of the Communist 
Party of Israel which says: "together with the Arabs 
against imperialism -~ not against the Arabs on the side 
of imperialism", 

Three years have passed since I returned to the USSR. 
Many people want to know how the Zeltsers are making out 
and what is the general attitude towards them. I can set 
their minds at peace -- everything is "all right". We work 
together with the rest of the Soviet people and get paid 
in the same way they do as provided for by the law. The 
only thing that troubles and pains me is the fate of those 
who leave the Soviet Union and wreck their lives, because 
nothing threatens them in this country, either physically, 
economically or culturally. Like all the other nationalities 
they have worked, gone on holiday and studied in any educa- 
tional establishment they chose and enjoyed equal rights 
with all. The Zionists are playing mercilessly with the 
destinies of people. In Israel I myself saw how the special 
service agents collected from the arrivals the addresses of 
their friends in the Soviet Union in order to send the 
latter invitations from non-existent relatives. 
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I am an optimist and do not want to view the situation 
as an irreparable tragedy. I have faith in the strength of 
all peoples including the people of Israel. I am sure they 
will be able to make their government follow the right path, 
the path of peace and friendship among the peoples of the 
Middle East. All people are born free and equal in their 
dignity and rights. They are all endowed with reason and 
conscience and should treat one another in the spirit of 
brotherhood. 


Isaac Yulianovich KAPLAN, born 1909, 
left for Israel in 1571, returned to 
USSR in 1973, pensioner. 


To begin with, I would like to thank our Party and the 
Soviet government for giving me permission to return to my 
true homeland, 

We were deluded ani caught up by that wave in 1970-71 
when people went off to Israel without giving a serious 
thought to what they were doing. When we were receiving 
our documents the head of the Soviet Visa Office looked at 
us, at my wife and me, said good-bye and added: "You 
don't know where you're going." And he was right. 

I have been living in Moscow for over forty years, and ny 
wife lived here since her childhood in a well-appointed 
house with all modern conveniences. We did not pay a 
kopeck for our flat. I have a son and a daughter-- here 
they are. My son went to a specialized secondary school, 
tuition was free, as you all know, and all he had to do 
was to study. My daughter also acquired a good profession 
free of charge. She had a well-paid job. We could not 
have lived better. Every year we spent our holidays in 
the Caucasus, the Crimea or near Moscow, where most 
people go for their vacations. 
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We left for Israel. Upon our arrival in Vienna, we 
me that there were already many people from the Soviet 
ate 4 Gauae Ae a eed ee 

’ not what we thought it was." 
But what could we do? As soon as we arrived in Vienna a 
whole group of people from the Israeli embassy came to the 
airport and took our documents away. What could we do with- 
out documents? We were taken to the castle of Schoenau; 
there we were tailed, we were not allowed to go anywhere 
until we were sent to Israel. Before our departure we were 
searched. Everytody was most thoroughly searched in special 
cabins, where we even had to take our shoes off. Then we 
were put on a plane and flown to Israel. There we were 
split up: thosewho were met by relatives were put apart and 
we were not allowed to speak to them. The authorities told 
us that we had come to our motherland that we need not worry 
about jobs or a place to live in. When our turn came we 
were given an address in some back street. We could not find 
$¢ and had to return to Tel Aviv. Then we were put up in 
Ramatgan, but the place was a real brothel. 

We were ready to walk back. Two weeks later we applied 
to the Finnish Embassy which represents Soviet interests in 
Israel. We were given a questionnaire to fill in. But we 
realized that Zionist intelligence agents were working in 
the embassy. They took away all documents and handed them 
over to the Sokhnut. 

We began to look for jobs, for we had to earn a living. 
We had no money. We started with the labour exchangee in 
Israel you cannot get a job in any other way. I was sent to 
get a job as an unskilled labourer and my wife as a char- 
woman, We went to the address the labour exchange had 
given us, but were told that we were not wanted. We had a 


very hard time making: ends meet. We had to sell our 
personal things. Finally I was lucky to get a job, 
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as a labourer and Maria found work as a charwoman. We 
could hardly keep body and soul together. We remembered 
with tears in our eyes what a good and quiet life we had 
had in the Soviet Union, where we were respected by our 
fellow-workers and neighbours. There we were respected 
people, but in Israel we were treated worse than slaves. 
We were despised for being "Russians", for not knowing the 
local language and for refusing to pray in the synagogue. 
Maria could not stand the terrible change in our life. 
We found ourselves surrounded by indifferent strangers. 
And Maria committed suicide. I was left alone. There were 
times when I envied her, which I knew was terripvle, but I 
did not know what would happen to me the next day. I began 
to work at 4.30 a.m, and had to work hard. Not knowing the 
language was a great obstacle. I had to please everybody, 
otherwise I would have been thrown out into the street. At 
home I had to wash my own clothes and to cook my own meals, 
for I could not afford to eat out. Every few months the 
prices were doubled; rent, the water, gas, electricity, 
and telephone charges, as well as city transport fares 
and prices of foodstuffs. Wages were small and the taxes 
were high. I was ready to walk across all of Europe to 
kiss the stones or a Moscow street. The Israeli Zionists 
did everything they could to make me stay when I decided 
to leave Israel. I was tailed, they tried to intimidate me, 
promised me large sums of money if I stayed. But I fled and 
returned to my real motherland, the Soviet Union. Here I 
regained peace of mind and life smiles again. 


Correspondents' Questions: 


Question of Trybuna Ludu correspondent +o Kuvent: 
You said that they made you conduct Zionist propaganda 


and incite people to go to Israel. Who did it? 
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Answer: The pressure to urge emigration from the 
Soviet Union into Israel comes from Zionist organisations 
such as So-khnut,the Israeli ministry of foreign affairs and 
the "Russian department" of the ministry, whose special job 
is to send Soviet Jews fabricated invitations and urge 
them to leave for Israel. 


‘A_avestion put by a Sofia-press sorzrespondent 
(to Fuzailov): 

You have said that in Israel there is no future for 
the children of emigrants. What do the children themselves 


think of that? 
Answer: I have talked with some of the children. I 


asked them how they liked it in Israel, about their studies, 
etc. One told me: if I had wings, I would fly away to 
Samarkand. There is wisdom in the words of a child. 


A question put _ by a Bulgarian radio and television 


correspondent: 
Zionist organisations assert they are defending the 


rights of Soviet Jews. Is that so? Why is an ever greater 
number of Jews leaving Israel? 

L. Krais: Nobody has authorised them to defend the 
rights of Soviet Jews. Nobody was there to save the Soviet 
Jews when Hitler trampled us here, when Hitler drove us 
into death camps. It was only the Soviet people and Soviet 
soldiers who defended the Soviet Jews. The interests of the 
Soviet Jews, ow interests, coincide with the interests of 
all the people of our country. 

Why are people leaving Israel? A Soviet man cannot get 
accustomed there, there is no unity there. That is why 
people flee from Israel. 

A question put by a Land og Folk correspondent: 

The state of Israel is described as the only place 
where Jews can feel at ease. Is this true? 
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And another question: Why do American Jews not 
emigrate to Israel? 
Kuvent: While in the United States, I asked Jackson 


the following question through the newspaper Russki_ golos: 
Mr. Jackson, why couldn't you be the first to go to Israel 
and bring with yourself the 6.5 million American Jews. He 

did not reply. And Zionists answered in just this way: We 
make money, and you Russian Ivans go there to fight. 

As regards the second question, Israel is exactly the 
sole place where Jews cannot be at ease. Ethnic groups 
exist there, and all of them are created on a "divide and 
rule" basis. 

We have here our own homeland, our own country -= the 
Soviet Union, where we were born and grew up.Our fathers and 
grandfathers shed their blood for it, and this is our own 
state. And if we want to have our national place, we have it, 
too. It is the Jewish Autonomous Region and the life there 
is much better and calmer, one can live there to his 
heart's content. 

A question put by a New York Times correspondent: 

Does any one of you know any Soviet Jews wko are happy 
in Israel? 


And another question: 
Do you think that other Soviet Jews should be enabled 


to travel and to take a look at the life in Israel for 
themselves? 

Bravshtein: 

I have lived in Israel for about two years and during 
this period had many meetings and contacts both with 
emigrants from the Soviet Union and local people. By the 
way, with those who had left their Soviet Motherland long 
before the time of which we speak. They had lived there 
for 10 to 15 or 20 years. 
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In those two years I spent there, I did not meet a 
Single person, however well provided for, who weuld say he 
was happy in Israel. 

All of them said that if there ever was a splendid time 
in their lives, it was when they lived in the USSR. 

I do not think that a tourist can make a sober and 
deep analysis of the life in a country or of a systen, 
therefore I am not sure that mass tourism could enable 
people on a brief visit there to get to the bottom of things. 
It took me time to grasp what's what in Israel before I 
made my final conclusion. 

A question put by an Associated Press correspondent: 

How many of you are religious Jews? 

Kuvent: Religious Jews do exist in the Soviet Union. 
People go to synagogues and pray. Nobody forbids them. In my 
own family there are many believers. I was also a believer. 
I was brought up by my grandmother, who was very religious. 
Her husband was a rabbi. I was also a religious person and 
left the Soviet Union ina skull-cap. At the age of 13 I 
became a bar mitzvah, and now I am a nonbeliever. After 
Israel. Because Israel has set me on the right path. And 
in the Soviet Union I was a believer. 
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SOVIET CITIZENS' STATEMENTS CONCERNING FAKED INVITATIONS 


SENT TO THEM TO TAKE UP PERMANENT RESIDENCE IN 
ISRAEL 


To the Head of the Samarkand Regional 
Department of the Ministry of Intemal 
Affairs 


I, Ester Davydova, born in Samarkand in 1919 and now 
residing there together with my younger son Daniil (born in 
1952), recently received an invitation from Israel to take 
up permanent residence there from Tsipora Davydova, residing 
163/23 Kiryat Malahi, Nalhat Ar Habad. 

In connection with this I want to make the following 
statement. I have never had this relative in Israel and 
I have never asked anyone to send me an invitation. 

Tsipora Davydova is my elder daughter, she lives in Samar- 
kand and could not possibly have sent one from Israel. 
This is a fraud aimed at misleading the government bodies. 

Furthermore, I was born and has grown in the Soviet 
Union where I have brought up seven children. Soviet power 
has given them secondary and higher education and they now 
work as engineers, teachers, skilled workers, etc. and have 
their own families. I do not kmow of any other motherland 
except the Soviet Union, nor want to know. So please return 
the documents €nclosed to the senders. 

Ester Davydova 
Daniil Davydov 
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To the Head of the Samarkand Regional Department 
of Internal Affairs of the Regional Executive Committee 


from Zalmon Abaevich Kimyagarov, of Samarkand, a second— 
ary school director, 


The mail has brought me a visa for Israel. The one who 
sent it is a total stranger to me, although that document 
names him as my relative. I regard this fact as an insult. 
It is with indignation that I make a catégorical protest 
against this provocation. Its sponsors do not know me and 
instead of Kimyagarov they spell Kimmyagarov. I was born 
in 1922, but they write 1923, they do not even know that 
I am married with four children. 

Kimyagarov 


x x x 
To OVIR of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR, 


I, Elena Getselevich, born in 1951, and residing in 
Moscow, have received by post an invitation from "relatives" 
in Israel for permanent residence there. I have no rela— 
tives in Israel and it is the first time that I hear about 
the person who sent the invitation — Tsunts Yeguda. 

Please protect, if possible, my family and myself 
from such importunities and let us live and work calmly. 
Getselevich 


To the Head of the OVIR of the Odessa Region 
From Valentin Gabuchia, of Odessa, 


I have repeatedly received by post invitations to go 
to the state of Israel from an unknown man who calls hin- 
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self Rozenman Shimon and says he is my relative. I state of- 
ficially that I do not know any Rozenman Shimon and have 
never intended to leave for Israel. Please protect me from 
further receiving such documents which may be regarded as 
Zionist provocations. 

Ve Gabuchia 


x x x 
To OVIR of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the USSR, 


An invitation for permanent residence in Israel has 
arrived at my home in the mail. The call was sent by 
Vais Moshe, whom I do not know at all, although he writes 
to say that he is my relative and wants our families to 
be reunited. I have never thought of leaving the USSR 
and have no relatives abroad.So please take this invita- 
tion from me and safeguard me against further provocations. 
It would also be good if my protest is published in the 
press, thus expressing my indignation with these provoca- 
tions by Israeli Zionists directed against honest Soviet 
people. 
Isaak Averman, 1937, 
concrete worker, Odessa 


To the Head of the Primorye District Militia Depart 
ment 


From Genya Abramovna Sherman, 


I have no relatives in Israel, am not going anywhere 
and have no sister Sheindel Ksenzovskaya, who sent me an 
invitation from 810/25, Shun Shalom Bl, Natseret Elit, 
Israel, is no relation of mine. G.. Shesian 
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x x x 
To the Derbent Department of Internal Affairs, 


Two invitations in our names have come from persons 
unknown to us. They call us their relatives, but this is a 
lie. We are returning the invitations, because we are not 
going to Israel. 

Zoya Yankilova, 1926, 
Mikhail Yankilov, 1951 


x x x 


To the Head of the Department of Internal Arfairs 
for the Odessa Region, 


I have been extremely insulted by and express my 
indignation with a provocative sally by the Zionists 
against me: I have been sent an invitation for permanent 
residence in Israel. I have no relatives or acquaintances 
in Israel. I think this provocative action aims at under- 
mining my prestige as chief physician of a hospital where 
I was appointed-by order of the Ministry of Public Health. 
I am a merited doctor of the Ukraine, Candidate of Medical 
Science and have been awarded with three orders and four 
medals. Apparently, the Zionists do not like that in the 
Soviet Union there is no discrimination on national 
grounds and they would want to inspire it. 

Roman Marianchik, chief 
physician of a regional 
hospital 


x x x 
To the Editor of Lvovskaya Pravda, 


I received a notification that a parcel in my name 

had come from Britain. I have no relatives abroad. And I 
asked no one for any pittances. I sent the parcel back. 
All members of my family regard the sending of the parcel 
to my address as a provocative act by the Zionist foreign 
organisations against the Soviet Jews. Earlier, an un- 
known person who called himself my relative sent from 
Israel an invitation for me to go to that state. I have 
one homeland — the Soviet Union, not the racist state 
of Israel. 

Me S. Sapozhnikov, of Lvov 


x x x 


Dear editor of Vinnitskaya Pravda, 


I, David Semenovich Spivak, head of the surgical 
department at the regional endocrinological clinic, have 
received an invitation for my family to go to Israel. I 
am full of indignation, because the Soviet Union is my 
country. I have no relatives abroad, and did not and do 
not think of leaving for Israel. I regard the invitation 
as a crude provocation against myself and my fanily. 
Please return the fake to those who sent it. 


De Spivak 


EMIGRATION PROCEDURE FOR SOVIET CITIZENS 


Interview given by Boris Shumilin, Deputy Minister 
of Internal Affairs of the USSR, to Avtandil Rukhadze, 
APN Correspondent 


Qe: Are there any rules determining emigration procedures 
for Soviet citizens? 

A.: Yes, of course, There are "The Rules of Emigration 
from the USSR and Immigration to the USSR" approved by the 
USSR Council of Ministers on September 22, 1970 (decree 
No,801). These rules have been published in the official 
government gazette and have recently been complemented by a 
number of new clauses simplifying the emigration procedure. 

Q.: For a citizen seeking to emigrate what documents are 
necessary and to whom must they be submitted? 

Ae: Those who want to leave the Soviet Union fill in 
questionnaires and hand over their applications to the local 
bodies responsible for internal affairs. 

Qo: Are there any restrictions on emigration in the 
Soviet Union? 

A,: Soviet legislation and rules of departure from the 
country are in full accord with the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights adopted by the UN General Assembly 
on December 16, 1966. Restrictions which we sometimes impose 
directly proceed from the clauses of the Covenant. The 
latter envisages that the right of a person to leave his 
country to become a permanent resident of another country can 
be restricted in cases connected with the protection of state 
security, public order, health or moral standards of the 
population or the rights and freedoms of others, 

Q.: What does this mean in practice? 

Ae: In practice, this means that in individual cases we 
postpone a decision on a particular question until close 
relatives settle all outstanding matters, in particular, of 
a material nature, The decision to grant an exit visa can be 
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delayed if persons possess information which constitutes 
state secrets or have recently undergone military training 
which is of a top security nature, 

Qe: Is this category large? 

Ae: If we take, for instance, the most numerous category 
of applicants, Soviet Jews, as of January 1, 1976, we post- 
poned making a decision for only 1.6 per cent of the overall 
number of applicants. 

Qe: Who makes the decision on emigration? 

A.: The decision is taken by the local bodies respons- 
ible for internal affairs, If the applicant disagrees with 
the decision, he can apply to a higher body, for instance, to 
the republican or all-Union authorities. 

Q.: If a person has not received permission to leave the 
country, does this mean that he is forever deprived of the 
possibility of leaving the USSR? 

\.: No. After the expiration of a certain term linked 
with his possession of state secrets and, as I have already 
pointed out, after settling his affairs with close relatives, 
the question is reviewed, For example, in 1975 alone more 
than 300 people who had earlier been refused permission to 
emigrate, received permission to do so, I can mention 
engineers Sh, Gotler, F, Tabachnik, M, Chernyak, L. Rozman 
end A. Bass, O. Gelman, Candidate of Science (Physics and 
Mathematics) and others, 

Ge: Does the fact of applying for emigration affect the 
person's job or social status? 

A, As a rule this is not the case. The applicants 
employed in defence enterprises and offices linked with state 
secrets constitute a small exception, In such cases with the 
labour code they can be relieved of their jobs and given jobs 
of lesser importance. However, such persons usually take 
measures to change their hobs beforehand, prior to the 
application. Our country experiences a shortage of manpower 
and to change one's job presents to problem. 

Qe: Who emigrates from the Soviet Union and why? 
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A,: There is no social basis for emigration in the USSR. 
We have no unemployment and there is no poverty in the 
country. The Soviet Constitution guarantees all citizens 
vital social rights, Living standards are constantly rising. 
The Leninist nationalities policy ensures the equal develop- 
ment of all nations and nationalities of our country, It is 
small wonder that the bulk of applications for emigration are 
linked with the reunification of families, it is natural 
that most applications of this kind come from Jews whose 
families were disunited during the Second World War and the 
nazi occupation, The reunification of families is the 
predominant motivation for emigration, 

Marriages with foreigners are another reason for 
emigration, Over the past few years, for these reasons 
5,500 Soviet citizens i,e., all who wished to do so, left 
with their families for 110 countries, Among them there were 
544 men. About 2,000 Soviet citizens, married to foreigners, 
so far have not expressed their wish to emigrate, although 
they have every opportunity to do so, Only a small number 
of applications are for other reasons, 

Q.: How many Soviet Jews have emigrated to Israel? 

Ae: From 1945 to December 31, 1975, iee., over the last 
30 years, 122,000 Soviet Jews emigrated to Israel and (before 
its formation) to Palestine, 

Q.: Is this figure big or small? 

Ae: Those who wished to leave the country did so. This 
makes up approximately 5 per cent of Soviet Jewry. If we 
take into account that for the same period, i.e., since 1945, 
1.5 million Jews left for Israel from various countries, the 
number of Soviet emigrants looks insignificant, 

Q.: What are the trends in the Jewish emigration from 
the Soviet Union? Is it rising or decreasing? 

A.: Judge for yourself: in 1975 emigration to Israel 
fell by 67 per cent as compared to 1973 and 50 per cent as 
against 1974. During 1975 only 11,700 people left for Israel, 

In this connection the Israeli authorities and interna- 
tional Zionist circles are trying to fan passions, accusing 
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the Soviet Union of an "artificial limitation" on emigration 
to Israel. However, the reduction of the emigration rate to 
Israel is far from being a purely "Soviet phenomenon", For 
instance, emigration to Israel from the United States, whose 
Jewish population is 6 million, i.e., three times greater 

than that of the USSR, in 1974 fell, according to the American 
press, by 60 per cent as compared to 1971 and by about 50 per 
cent as against 1972, Moreover, the Israeli authorities then~- 
selves have reported that in 1975 the number of immigrants 

who arrived in Israel fell by fifty per cent as against the 
previous year, and in 1974 by 42 per cent as against 1973. 
That is why the attacks on the Soviet Union for reducing the 
emigration rate of Soviet Jews to Israel are nothing more 

than another graphic example of the malicious and biassed 
anti-Soviet stand of the Israeli authorities and Zionist 
circles, 

Q.: What is, in your opinion, the reason for the decrease 
in the emigration to Israel? 

A.: As far as Soviet Jews are concerned, this question 
can easily be answered. As is evident from the letters of 
former Soviet citizens who have left for Israel in which they 
ask for permission to come back to the USSR (incidentally, the 
number of such letters has considerably increased), the main 
reason for their wish to return to the USSR is the social in- 
compatibility of people, who have grown up and lived under 
socialism, with the conditions and with the way of life in 
Israel,. In the first place they point to the lack of stabil- 
ity and security and the absence of vital privileges, usual 
for them as former Soviet citizens: the guaranteed right to 
work, free medical services, low rent, free education, etc. 

Qe: What are, to your mind, the main problems in settling 
emigration issues? 

As: Emigration affects many human destinies and naturally 
leads to a lot of problems, I would like to mention two of 
them, 

In the first place, we are for the reunification of 
families, But not infrequently we find that the desire of 
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some persons to leave the country in order to "reunify them- 
selves with relatives" leads actually to the disintegration 
of existing families and of relations between relatives: 
children leave parents, parents leave children, husbands 
divorce wives and vice versa. How should we act in such 
cases? Naturally, we guard, first of all, the interests of 
Soviet citizens who remain in the country. 

Secondly, in recent time many Soviet citizens who have 
absolutely no intention of emigrating have been receiving 
"invitation" from Israel from non-existent relatives or even 
unknown persons, We have obtained this information from 
I, Z. Makarevich from Novosibirsk, Valentin Gabuchiya from 
Odessa, Lev Maktaz from Lvov, S. M, Birbayer from Kishinev, 
A. Yas Abramov from Derbent, V. Ya. Ernichek from Leningrad 
and from many others, These people write about this with 
justifiable indignation. 

Judging by numerous seals and signatures, "respectable" 
Israeli governmental and administrative agencies -- the 
Consular Department of their Foreign Ministry, justice bodies, 
etc., are engaged in producing such "invitations", But how 
does it happen that all these "documents" are filled for 
persons who, far from being relatives, do not even know one 
another? 

Thus, the highly humane idea of the reunification of 
relatives, the implementation of which the UN Covenant on 
Human Rights and the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe call for, is becoming an 
object of speculations, Such actions cannot be seen in any 
other light than attempts to abuse the humane attitude of the 
Soviet state to the problem of the reunification of families. 


Equal Among Equals 


soviet Jews are representatives of a socialist nation- 
ality. They are a part of a new historical community of 
people--the Soviet people. Jews in the Soviet Union do not 
share with Jews abroad a common territory, culture, economy, 
or language, in other words, all what makes up the character- 
istic features of a nation. The myth about the existence 
of a "Jewish people," a "Jewish nation," supposedly composed 
of ethnic groups of Jews in various countries, has been 
invented and spread by the Zicnists. They use it to snatch 
Soviet Jews away from socialist society, and to set 
political and spiritual control over then. 

According to the 1970 census there were 2,151,000 Jews 
in the Soviet Union, accounting for less than one per cent 
of the country's population. Naturally, if it were not for 
the last war, the size of the Jewish population would have 
been much larger. Thousands of Jews were killed or tortured 
to death on Nazi-~occupied territory. The losses could 
have been greater were it not for the strong and effective 
measures taken by the Soviet authorities in the evacuation 
of large numbers of people, above all, Jews, from the 
frontline areas. 

The enemy captured one city after another, but in that 
troubled period the Soviet government found the ways and 
means of moving hundreds of thousands of Jews deep into 
the rear of the country. 

Soviet Jews now occupy prominent posts in all spheres of 
political and economic life, in science, education, litera- 
ture and the arts. 

People of Jewish nationality occupy important posts 
both in the All-Union Government (the USSR Council of 
Ministers) and in the governments of the Union and Autonomous 
republics and in other government and Party bodies. Among 
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the deputies to the USSR Supreme Soviet, the highest body 
of state power in the country, to the Supreme Soviets of 
the Union Republics and to the local Soviets there are 
eight thousand Jews. 

Jews account for 6.1 per cent of the total number of 
people engaged in science including 14 per cent of doctors 
of science and 8.2 per cent of candidates of science; for 
5.2 per cent in art; for 6.5 per cent in literature and the 
press; for 3.4 per cent in medicine; and for 6.7 per cent 
for jurists with a wide range of specialisation. In the 
1974-75 academic year, there were more than 350 students 
per 10,000 of the Jewish population. This figure is 
considerably higher than that among the people of other 
nationalities of the Soviet Union. In the 1971-72 academic 
year, for example, 106,000 Jews studied in the Soviet higher 
educational establishments. It is interesting to note that 
in Israel, where there are considerably more Jews than in 
the USSR, only 50,400 students attended higher educational 
establishments in the same academic year. 

Altogether 339,000 Soviet Jews have been decorated with 
orders and medals for heroism and courage displayed in de- 
fending the mother-country, for selfless labour and 
achievements in political, economic, scientific and cultural 
activities. 

The USSR Constitution guarantees freedom of religion 
and the observance of traditional religious customs and 
rites. As for religious beliefs, it is possible to make 
reference only to selective sociological investigations, 
because there are no statistics on believers in the USSR. 
These investigations show that in the Russian Federation 
and the Ukraine believers among the Jews make up not more 
than 2 per cent of the total Jewish population, in the 
Baltic Republics (Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia) 5 to 9 per 
cent, in Georgia, the Northern Caucasus and Central Asia 
7 to 12 per cent. The overwhelming number of those are 
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people of old age. 

Organisationally the Jewry in the USSR consists of 
separate communities of believers who maintain their own 
synagogues. To a certain extent the Moscow Choral Synagogue 
plays the role of the centre of Judaism in the USSR. This 
community regularly publishes religious literature, such as 
calendars and prayer books. The Synagogue has a religious 
school, the Yeshibah, at which clergy are trained. Clerical 
conferences are also held there. 

At present, there are several dozen synagogues in the 
Soviet Union. The most famous and biggest are in Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kiev, Riga, Kishinev, Tbilisi, Kutaisi, Tashkent 
and Odessa. In different inhabited localities, both big and 
small, with people of the Jewish faith there are so-called 
minyans, i.e. groups of worshiping Jews with no less than 
ten men, 

The church being separated from the state in the USSR, 
the number of houses of worship (Russian Orthodox churches, 
mosques, synagogues, etc.)depends on the needs and material 
possibilities of the religious communities. It is not 
established by the state because this is the internal affair 
of each denomination, 

In the early years of Soviet power all localities with 
@ compact Jewish population had a network of schools of 
general education and vocational training in which teaching 
was conducted in Yiddish, for, as a rule, these Jews had 
poor knowledge if any of the Russian or the other languages 
of the indigenous population (the Ukrainian, Byelorussian.) 

In between the 1920's and 1930's hundreds of thousands 
of Jews left the Jewish pale. As a result the schools with 
tuition in Yiddish, which had been set up in localities with 
@ compact Jewish population, gradually lost their pupils and 
were closed down. Many Jewish families deliberately sent 
their children to Russian, Ukrainian, Byelorussian and 
other schools, because they regarded this possibility as 
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the realisation of their equality. Those families realised 
that if their children were taught in one of the main 
languages they had better prospects for further study at 
Soviet universities and institutes and hence better 
opportunities for participation in the upbuilding of a new 
society. Today there are more specialists with a higher 
education per one thousand Jews in the USSR than in any 
other country of the world. 

There are 13 scientific research workers among 
soviet Jews per 1,000 of their population, as compared to 
1-2 among the Russians, and less than 1 among the 
Ukrainians. The situation is approximately the same among 
the Armenians, Georgians, Lithuanians, and Azerbaijanians,. 
If student places in higher institutions of learning were 
provided to all national groups in direct proportion to 
their numbers, then there would be several times less Jews 
than other groups in the aggregate student body. The number 
of Jews withitgher education keeps grcwing from year to year. 


Year L959 1962 1970 1973 


Number of Jews with 
higher education 
(in thousand) 277 311 357 375 


Out of the total of 68,000 Soviet Jews employed in 
science, there are 4,200 doctors of science and 23,800 
candidates of science, i.e. 41.3 per cent of Jews hold a 
scientific degree. 

Among the Lenin and State Prize winners, Jews account 
for 10.8 per cent in the field of science, and 12.5 per 
cent in the field of engineering (1941-1974). 

It is obvious herefrom that there is no truth in the 
stories about "discrimination" against Soviet Jews in the 
field of education and science. 


Addressing the Congress of the Society for the Pro- 
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motion of Jewish Farming on November 17, 1926, Mikhail 
Kalinin, head of Soviet state and Chairman of the Central 
Executive Committee of the USSR, said on behalf of the 
Communist Party and Soviet Government that the mass of 
Jewish working people had before them two ways of develop- 
ment, between which they could choose freely in keeping 
with their own wishes. They could either live mostly in the 
towns and cities and become assimilated or settle in compact 
communities on land and develop into a nation through 
"national self~-preservation", 

To make it easier for the Jewish population to choose 
a road of national self-—determination, in May 1934 the 
Soviet government formed a Jewish national administrative- 
territorial unit--the Jewish Autonomous Region--within the 
Khabarovsk Territory. However, the overwhelming majority 
of the Soviet Jews preferred integration and have taken 
up residence in different cities of the Soviet Union. 

A distinguishing feature has been the broad participa- 
tion of the Jews in the advancement of international Soviet 
culture. In the total number of Lenin and State Prize 
winners, Jews make up 9.7 per cent in the field of litera- 
ture, and 11.8 per cent, in the field of art (1941-1974). 

In the USSR books by Jewish authors appear in mass 
editions both in Yiddish and in translations into other 
languages of Soviet peoples. 

According to the information of the All-Union Chamber 
of Books, 124 books by Jewish authors came out in a total 
edition of seventeen million copies in the languages of the 
USSR nationalities since 1967. In the same period 37 books 
appeared in Yiddish in a total edition of 125,000 copies. 
Among these is a unique edition of an anthology of contenm- 
porary Jewish prose. 

Starting from 1961, a literary Jewish monthly 
Sovetish Heimland with a circulation of 25,000 copies has 
been coming out in Moscow. The magazine regularly acquaints 
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its readers with the latest works of more than one hundred 
Jewish writers living in various towns and cities of the 
Soviet Union. 

In Birobidjan, centre of the Jewish Autonomous Region, 
the Birobidjaner Stern, a newspaper in the Yiddish language, 
comes out five times a week. 

In the Soviet Union there are several Jewish theatre 
and musical companies (ensembles). Among them is the Moscow 
Jewish Drama Ensemble. Jewish theatrical and musical compa- 
nies regularly tour the whole of the country, from Vilnius in 
Lithuania to Birobidjan in the Far East. 

In the relatively compact Jewish communities there are 
Jewish amateur companies which are organised by the local 
cultural bodies and trade unions. Three of these companies 
have earned the grade of People's Theatre: the drama 
companies of Birobidjan, Vilnius and Kishinev. These 
theatrical companies have staged plays after Sholom Aleichem 
and contemporary authors. Every year the performances and 
concerts of Jewish professional and amateur companies are 
attended by about half a million people. 

The Soviet Union also puts out gramophone records with 


Jewish folk tunes and songs. 
% *% * 


Jewish Autonomous Region 


The Jewish Autonomous Region was set up by a decree 
of the Central Executive Committee of the USSR (thus was 
called the supreme organ of power at the time), dated 
May 7, 1934. 

The Jewish Autonomous Region is located in the Soviet 
Far East and is part of Khabarovsk Territory. Surrounded 
by the picturesque mountains of the Lesser Khingan, it 
stretches along the Amur River, abounding in water, in the 
catchment-area of its tributaries, the Bira and Bidjan. 

It measures 36,000 square kilometres--more than the 
territory of Belgium. The population numbers 187,000 and 
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Birobidjan is its capital. 

Like other peoples of the Soviet state, the Jews for 
the first time received the opportunity for national self- 
determination. An opportunity, but not a directive, since 
a decree of the Presidium of the Central Executive 
Committee, dated March 28, 1928, "On Assigning to the 
Komzet (a Jewish agricultural organisation) of Free Lands 
in the Amur Area of Far Eastern Territory for the Needs 
of Complete Settlement by Working Jews," stated: "...Given 
the favourable results of the complete settlement of this 
area by working Jews, to bear in mind the possibility of 
organising a Jewish national administrative-territorial unit 
within the territory of the area." 

Like other Soviet national autonomous states, it sends 
its representatives to the Union and Republican Supreme 
Soviets. 

The Jewish Autonomous Region now has 50 large-scale 
industrial enterprises turning out self-propelled tracked 
rice and silage harvesters, power transformers, timber, 
tin, cement, lime and paper, as well as furniture, knit- 
wear, clothes, footwear and other consumer goods. 

Agriculture is developing successfully. The region 
raises soya bean, wheat, barley and oat crops, as well as 
potatoes and all other kinds of vegetables. Cattle-farming 
is also well developed. 

The Jewish, Russian, Ukrainian and other communities 
in the multi-national Jewish Autonomous Region are living 
a full life. Every third inhabitant is studying. Radio 
and TV programmes and the press in the Yiddish and Russian 
languages enjoy wide popularity. Among the galaxy of Yid- 
dish writers in the Jewish Autonomous Region are B.Miller, 
I.Bronerman, G.Rabinkov, L.Shkolnik and N.Friedman. 

Back in 1967, the Soviet government awarded the Order 
of Lenin to the Jewish Autonomous Region for successes 
scored in the fields of economy and culture, while in 1974, 
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the region became a recipient of the Order of Friendship 
of Peoples for great services rendered in strengthening 
the fraternal friendship of the peoples, for achievements 
in the areas of economy and culture, and also in commemora- 
tion of the 50th anniversary of the formation of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

(APN) 
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CoBeTckue eBpeH : 
Hama pommHa CCCP 


Ha A@HTARACKOM ABHKE 


